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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES ji^ ?V -^ o" 

WASHINGTON 

A-ii7^5 ^m 

MAR 31 1933 

v' 

APB 3 1 

The Honofable^ 

the Secretary 5>f .iigric^lture. 

Sir I 

I have your letter of Sarofe 2 , 1953» requesting declsiosB as 

follcsrat 

"The laat elaosft In Soetlcm 5 of the Act of ShroK 3, I925 
(il3 Stat. n^Sf) aothorisea t*a aoo!̂ p*aitace of dcoationa of land for 
aay JSational Forest purpose. In cosasetion vith off^ed lajsds the 
doner la sosaatiaaa msfilllBg to pa^ tke extpense of proewing an 
abstraot <iT df having an existing; abstract ooi^l«4:ed to show the 
transfer to ths Gfaited states. !fhe above amstloned Aet saakea ao 
speelflo provision for the p«̂ r>Bsnt of any e:9eneee Inoldental to 
aoeeptaaBe ef dOisatlons* Year decision ia, therefore, desired aa 
to wbsther there aay be paid fr<sa the «^proprlation c lar ies and 
SSxpansea, For««t Servlse (t> tbe east 9i ooa^Xetlng «B abstraort 
to show the tranafer (^ t l t l« froa the u(»»»- to '̂ le Gov̂ roŵ ret or 
(b) the eost ef proetrla^ an abstraot -gdiera none Is prosezd^d bgr 
the donor.* 

Seotioa 5 «f « » a«t of isifaroh 5, 1925;, î J tat . H55, provides: 

•that * • * -tite SeHKretary of Agrll̂ uXtare ia horeby authorised 
* « * to aoeept donatioai ef land for any BstiooaX forest parpose.* 

The east of e<bstrao-tiS of t i t l e snnessai^ for the Setormiaatlon 

ef tdba vaXldity of t i t l e to Xam̂ e to be aequired "hj the United S-tates 

by parehase as dletlnguished froim aeqaisltlon by com^eosuitloa pro* 

oeedln$B Is as a general rale ]|^yable ttader the ap|r<qprlfttien t&e the 

pttrchase of tlM laad. ^ee 8 Coap. Gen. 3O8, and t ^ ieeisiona -there

in eitad. 
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Ancordl^Xy, vlnere there is a speelflc apj^popriation available 

for the purehae* of laM for tho purposes for nMoh t|te ittrtieular 

traet of lani is donated» that approprSatlon would be ttxeldslvely *" ^ 

available for tha cost of axtsr abatx«#ts of t i t i e tim.% my be naaas-

aary. See daolaioa to you Itovtessbsr Ikg 19^0, 1 ^ 3 ^ , and A-&68Sli 

tit A{rlX S3, 3 ^ ^ to the Secretary of tlie Intarlar. Bbwevvr, i ^ r e 

land is donated far a fdraat purpose fer which r» ff$jgmptU.tioA has 

been aade for -tti* parohase of the lan}, l&ere being no a^re^riatlon 

eaBslaslvely available, the cast of a^r abstracts ef t i t l e i»y be 

oharged to ths appropriablott for Sales and Expenses, Forest a«rvl«s. 

HeSpo^^I^, 

(Signed) J.B.McCarl 

Cessq^roller Gene ml 
of the United @-tates. 
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